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Weekly Newsletter with Readings and Notices for 

Sunday 11th January 2025 

The Baptism of Christ / The First Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Services for Today 

8.00 am Holy 

Communion 

President & Preacher: 

Revd Andy Green 

10.00 am Parish 

Communion 

 

Service book: 

Epiphany 

President & Preacher: 

Revd Gerry Foster 

Sides: Pam & Jim Osborne 

Readers: Pam & Jim Osborne 

Intercessor: Jayne Fleetwood 

Coffee: Rosie Grove, Chris Spriggs 

Hymn 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed! 

Great David’s greater Son; 

hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

to let the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 
 

He comes with succour speedy 

to those who suffer wrong; 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 

were precious in his sight. 
 

He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace the herald go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

 

Arabia’s desert-ranger  

to him shall bow the knee; 

the Ethiopian stranger 

his glory come to see; 

with offerings of devotion 

ships from the isles shall meet, 

to pour the wealth of ocean 

in tribute at his feet. 

 

Kings shall fall down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 
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O’er every foe victorious, 

he on his throne shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 

all-blessing and all-blest: 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever; 

that name to us is Love. 

 

Collect 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of 

Jesus revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

grant to us, who are born again by  

water and the Spirit, that we may be 

faithful to our calling as your adopted 

children; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

A reading from the book of the 

prophet Isaiah 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul 

delights; I have put my spirit upon 

him; he will bring forth justice to the 

nations.  He will not cry out or lift up 

his voice or make it heard in the 

street; a bruised reed he will not 

break, and a dimly burning wick he 

will not quench; he will faithfully 

bring forth justice. He will not grow 

faint or be crushed until he has 

established justice in the earth, and 

the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, who 

created the heavens and stretched 

them out, who spread out the earth 

and what comes from it, who gives 

breath to the people upon it and 

spirit to those who walk in it: I am 

the Lord; I have called you in 

righteousness; I have taken you by 

the hand and kept you; I have given 

you as a covenant to the people, a 

light to the nations, to open the eyes 

that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from 

the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord; that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my 

praise to idols. See, the former things 

have come to pass, and new things I 

now declare; before they spring 

forth, I tell you of them. 

Isaiah 42.1-9 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the 

Apostles 

Then Peter began to speak to them: 

“I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, but in every people 

anyone who fears him and practices 

righteousness is acceptable to him. 

You know the message he sent to 

the people of Israel, preaching peace 

by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 

That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by 
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the devil, for God was with him. We 

are witnesses to all that he did both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 

him to death by hanging him on a 

tree, but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, not 

to all the people but to us who were 

chosen by God as witnesses and who 

ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify 

that he is the one ordained by God 

as judge of the living and the dead. 

All the prophets testify about him 

that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through 

his name.”  Acts 10.34-43 

 

Gradual Hymn 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh. 

Awake and harken, for he brings 

glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

Then cleansed be every breast from 

sin: 

make straight the way for God 

within, 

prepare we in our hearts a home, 

where such a mighty guest may 

come.  
 

for thou art our salvation, Lord, 

our refuge and our great reward. 

Without your grace we waste away 

like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

To heal the sick stretch out thine 

hand, 

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth and let thy light restore 

earth’s own true loveliness once 

more. 
 

All praise eternal Son, to thee 

whose advent doth thy people free 

whom with the Father we adore, 

and Holy Ghost for evermore.  

 

Hear the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to 

John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, 

and do you come to me?” But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for 

it is proper for us in this way to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the 

water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw God’s 

Spirit descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. And a voice from 

the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” 

Matthew 3.13-end 

 

Offertory Hymn 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness! 

Bow down before him, his glory 

proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense 

of lowliness, 

kneel and adore him, the Lord is his 

name! 
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Low at his feet lay thy burden of 

carefulness, 

high on his heart he will bear it for 

thee, 

comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy 

prayerfulness, 

guiding thy steps as may best for thee 

be. 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the 

slenderness 

of the poor wealth thou wouldst 

reckon as thine: 

truth in its beauty, and love in its 

tenderness, 

these are the offerings to lay on his 

shrine. 
 

These though we bring them in 

trembling and fearfulness, 

he will accept for the name that is 

dear; 

mornings of joy give for evenings of 

tearfulness, 

trust for our trembling and hope for 

our fear. 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness! 

Bow down before him, his glory 

proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense 

of lowliness, 

kneel and adore him, the Lord is his 

name!  
 

Hymn 

Bread of heaven, on thee we feed, 

for thy flesh is meat indeed; 

ever may our souls be fed 

with this true and living bread; 

day by day with strength supplied 

through the life of him who died. 

 

Vine of heaven, thy blood supplies 

this blest cup of sacrifice; 

Lord, thy wounds our healing give, 

to thy cross we look and live: 

Jesus may we ever be 

grafted, rooted, built in thee. 

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Lord of all time and eternity, you 

opened the heavens and revealed 

yourself as Father in the baptism of 

Jesus your beloved Son: by the 

power of your Spirit complete the 

heavenly work of our rebirth 

through the waters of the new 

creation; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

Hymn 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the lamb upon his throne; 

hark! how the heavenly anthem 

drowns 

all music but its own: 

awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King 

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the virgin’s Son, 

the God incarnate born, 

whose arm those crimson trophies 

won 

which now his brow adorn: 

fruit of the mystic rose, 
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as of that rose the stem; 

the root whence mercy ever flows, 

the babe of Bethlehem. 

 

Crown him the Lord of love! 

Behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds yet visible above 

in beauty glorified: 

no angel in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends his burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 

whose power a sceptre sways 

from pole to pole, that wars may 

cease, 

absorbed in prayer and praise: 

his reign shall know no end, 

and round his pierced feet 

fair flowers of Paradise extend 

their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime: 

all hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly intercessions for 

week beginning 11 

January 2026 

Those who are sick, 

particularly this week we 

mention:  

Pippa Hodges, Ann Linehan, 

Marjorie Testar,  

Amanda Palmer, 

Hilary Earnshaw,  

Autumn Thomas,  

Morris Hall, 

Frank Hilderband,  

Nancy Clifford 

 

 Those who have recently 

died: Marigold Bougourd, 

Jason Taylor, Gail Preece,  

Jim Jarvis 

 

Year’s Mind: Eric Smart, 

Leighton Ryan, Cicely Perry, 

John Muggeridge,  

John Darby, Harry Green, 

Edward Rea 
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Monday 12th January 

10.00 am Contemplative Worship, (Revd Dr Prajna Lad) 

10.30  am Communion at Richmond Wood Norton Village 

  (Revd Caroline Green) 

 

Wednesday 14th January  

9.30 am Stay & Play 

 

Thursday 15th January 

10.00 am Holy Communion followed by coffee/tea 

  President & Preacher: Revd Andy Green 

 

Friday 16th January 

10.00 am Citizens Advice drop-in surgery in Church House 

2.00 pm Tea Service 

 

Saturday 17th January 

7.00 pm Evesham & District Music Club Concert 

 

Sunday 18th January  

8.00 am Holy Communion 

  President & Preacher: Revd Caroline Green  

10.00 am Holy Communion 

  President & Preacher; Revd Caroline Green 

  Sides: Colette Arbuthnot, Chris Spriggs 

  Readers: Jayne Fleetwood, Colette Arbuthnot 

  Intercessions: Lee Fisher 

  Coffee: Pam & Jim Osborne 

 

All events/services in All Saints’ Church unless otherwise stated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 
 

The council have been asked if the Mop can be extended to operated 

on the Sunday. The council have produced a link for residents to put 

their views, this is available on the Town council website or via the 

link below. 
https://eveshamtowncouncil.gov.uk/mop-fair-opening-days-
survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPIdNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBGemFpa0JPNkZUbnZJdTd4c
3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnQ_ZApQbY95iPHNBkNijJY6-
AKCVCNanxvVhPDTaFDLkGBR5TacSbPS8M24_aem_A9PvLP6YTrXPzM_mdrihNg 

RSPB Big Bird Watch 

As part of our Eco Church we have been notified of the RSPB big 

bird watch as this highlights the impact the environment is having on 

our bird population. If you are interested in taking part you can find 

details on the RSPB website. It takes place 23-25 January and it takes 

1 hour of watching the birds in your garden and recording the 

numbers. 

https://eveshamtowncouncil.gov.uk/mop-fair-opening-days-survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPIdNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBGemFpa0JPNkZUbnZJdTd4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnQ_ZApQbY95iPHNBkNijJY6-AKCVCNanxvVhPDTaFDLkGBR5TacSbPS8M24_aem_A9PvLP6YTrXPzM_mdrihNg
https://eveshamtowncouncil.gov.uk/mop-fair-opening-days-survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPIdNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBGemFpa0JPNkZUbnZJdTd4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnQ_ZApQbY95iPHNBkNijJY6-AKCVCNanxvVhPDTaFDLkGBR5TacSbPS8M24_aem_A9PvLP6YTrXPzM_mdrihNg
https://eveshamtowncouncil.gov.uk/mop-fair-opening-days-survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPIdNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBGemFpa0JPNkZUbnZJdTd4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnQ_ZApQbY95iPHNBkNijJY6-AKCVCNanxvVhPDTaFDLkGBR5TacSbPS8M24_aem_A9PvLP6YTrXPzM_mdrihNg
https://eveshamtowncouncil.gov.uk/mop-fair-opening-days-survey/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPIdNxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBGemFpa0JPNkZUbnZJdTd4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHnQ_ZApQbY95iPHNBkNijJY6-AKCVCNanxvVhPDTaFDLkGBR5TacSbPS8M24_aem_A9PvLP6YTrXPzM_mdrihNg
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Message from Amanda  Palmer 
Which Hospital would I be in for Christmas? 

It turned out to be Pershore Community Hospital, I was discharged to, in December. 

I have to say that considering I’d been in hospital for three months by then, I was not 

exactly looking forward to it. I had been hoping for Evesham Community Hospital in the 

light of all the kind friends who had visited...I was dreading being dispatched to Tenbury 

Wells. Yes, that really is how well dispersed the Worcestershire Community Hospitals are. 

Imagine families managing visits to Tenbury regularly from Evesham....at least an hour’s 

driving both ways.... However , I’ve been in Pershore Community Hospital for about six 

weeks now. Today is New Year’s Day and I was amazed to get a visitor this afternoon, 

bearing gifts, Welsh Helen! What a cheerful sight. I cannot name the visitors I’ve had from 

All Saints’, Evesham. I’m worried I’d miss someone out....there have been so many. And 

often it’s been a surprise visit, like Helen’s. Wonderful! Cheering! I can’t tell you how much 

you have all contributed to my good mood during such a prolonged hospital stay. Thank 

you, so much for your kindness, humour and generosity and prayers. 

There have also been visits from Dorridge, where we used to live and friends outside 

church (for now!). Notably, Mary Campbell, who, the staff have told me since, dashed into 

the toilets to change. A tinselled green elf emerged and burst into my single room, 

complete with green cowboy hat and gold sequined reindeer, which was subsequently 

displayed on top of my drugs cupboard! What a laugh! What an ability to laugh at herself! 

Fantastic! 

Being in a single room for a couple of weeks enabled my family to really relax and enjoy 

time all together for three days over Christmas. It was a truly lovely and memorable time! 

The staff were more than tolerant and we managed four visitors at the time. We had a 

merry time with Fruit Cake and Nosecco.... Prosecco without the usual kick. As I am on 

Morphine, alcohol is forbidden for now. Thank you especially to Sue Lloyd- Cowley, who 

has kindly helped my rehabilitation by washing clothes for me and Lesley who has visited 

regularly and consistently, run errands, and always brought the Pew Sheet and Cherries on 

a Sunday....so I’ve been able to keep up with what you’ve all been up to over the last 4 

months! And haven’t you been doing some amazing things?!  

Lastly I need to thank the staff of Pershore Community Hospital who work incredibly hard 

to keep patients as comfortable and happy as possible. All is done with good humour and a 

lot of love and kindness.... often giving up valuable family time over Christmas in the service 

of the sick and vulnerable....Many, many thanks! 
  

 

The Parish of All Saints, Evesham  
Church House, Market Place, Evesham, WR11 4RW   

 

Tel: 01386 442213  email: office@evesham.church 

 

To set up a regular donation to All Saints, please scan 

the QR code using your phone’s camera to visit the 

Parish Giving Scheme website 

 

mailto:office@evesham.church

