
APCM 5 MARKS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH 25 and 29/4/12 BRAINSTORMING SESSION 

NOTES UNEDITED 

1. to proclaim the good news of the kingdom 

What do we already do? 

1. Services at sheltered accommodation 

2. Christian Aid 

3. Work in schools 

4. Marriage instruction 

5. Bright Sparks 

6. Junior Church 

7. Church Flowers/meeting visitors 

8. Lent courses/outside speakers 

9. Home groups 

10. Mother’s Union 

11. Animal blessings service 

12. Christingle service 

13. Help available at Church House 

14. Caring Hands involvement 

15. Prayer and Practical help scheme 

16. Our Church services 

17. Children’s workshops 

18. Up to date notices outside church 

19. Parish mag 

 

What have we done in the past? 

1. Alpha courses 

2. Seekers 

3. Northumbrian community 

4. Back to Church Sunday 

5. Visitor welcomers 

6. Saturday coffee mornings 

7. Baptism cards & wedding anniversary 

cards with invites to events 

8. Taize services 

9. Wholeness & healing service 

10. Youth centre visits and events 

11. Walk to Worcester cathedral 

12. Prayer tree in Church 

13. Big Sunday School 

14. All sorts youth club 

15. Walker Hall groups 

16. Bible study groups 

Is there anything we can stop doing that would 

help? 

1. Long sermons at baptisms – move down 

to earth and not be political 

2. Criticism of other people 

3. Don’t be ageist including about children 

4. The body micropone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we start doing? 

1. Different forms of worship 

2. Simplify the message and educate 

3. Baptism preparation, support and 

instruction 

4. Thanks and have better links with 

military 

5. Schools invite to festivals 

6. More commitment and dedication 

7. Greenbelt ideas to be explored 

8. What to offer children 

9. More school presence inc Choir 

competition 

10. More encouragement to Bright sparks 

11. Back to Church Sunday 

12. New worshippers welcome 

13. Telling of our personal faith 

14. Connect with local community 

15. Better signage 

16. Visit other churches 

17. Accepting people for what they are 

18. Accept change 

19. Midweek evening service 

20. Sunday Evensong 

21.  
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2   to teach, baptize and nurture new believers 

What do we already do? 

1. Junior church 

2. Housegroups 

3. Confirmation classes 

4. Cookery courses 

5. Baby boxes 

6. Dead baby gowns 

7. Mother and Toddler group 

8. Children’s workshop 

9. Churchyard engagement for passers by 

10. Recognise that recruiting children is a 
common issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have we done in the past? 

1. Sunday school, bible knowledge 

2. Children’s address (which adults enjoyed 

as well) 

3. Brownies in Church 

4. Alpha course 

5. Seekers 

6. Youth centre visits and events 

7. Walk to Worcester cathedral 

8. Prayer tree in Church 

Is there anything we can stop doing that would 

help? 

1. Junior school focus too much on crafts  

2. Putting children on spot during 10am 

service 

3. Multiple baptisms (ie make it special for 

just one) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we start doing? 

1. Recruit junior church members 

2. Better links with bright sparks 

3. PCC better communication with junior 

church 

4. Confirmation classes 

5. baptisms preparation and follow-up for 

whole family 

6. Schools Sundays 

7. Back to church Sunday 

8. More for adults of different generations 

9. LMT or ALM 

10. Form filling help 

11. Immersion baptism 

12. Look at services – mak them more family 

orientated 

13. Place for prayer 

14. Light a candle space 

15. Use older people as a resource 
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3. to respond to human need by loving service 

What do we already do? 

1. Homeless food 

2. Single mums cookery classes 

3. New mums baby packs 

4. Meditation practice and teaching 

5. Bright Sparks 

6. Prayer and practical help scheme 

7. Knit & natter group 

8. Stillborn gowns 

9. Angel tree scheme 

10. Coffee after Thursday morning service 

11. Individual needs are met 

12. Prayers and visits to sick people 

What have we done in the past? 

1. Carol singing 

2. Sunday school 

3. Youth group 

4. Tea & chat for old folk 

5. Kneeler group 

6. Junior choir 

7. Door to door Christian  calendar 

distribution 

8. Home communions 

Is there anything we can stop doing that would 

help? 

1. Living in the past 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we start doing?  

1. Prayer group 

2. More welcoming both congregation and 

parish admin 

3. Pet service 

4. Discussion group in church House after 

10am service 

5. Art group 

6. Social activities group 

7. Visiting rota 

8. Bereavement counselling 

9. Rock choir 

10. Street pastors 

11. Homelessness prevention team with 

Wychavon 

12. Form filling help 

13. Better communication with/for 

vulnerable people 

14. Charity shop 

15. Bring down internal barriers in our 

community 

16. Communicate with new people in our 

church 

17. Wholeness & healing services 

18. Provide informal place in All Saints for 

people inc teens to meet 

19. Do Freecycle/act as a hub for 

Roundabout 

20. Offer spare time to town people 

21. Prayer and Practical help scheme 

extension 
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4. to seek to transform the unjust structures of society 

What do we already do? 

1. Welcome visitors 

2. Sermon 

3. Christian Aid 

4. Baby boxes 

5. Church House aid 

6. Kitchen food 

7. Christian tolerance 

8. Charitable giving 

9. Cookery courses 

10. Fairtrade 

11. Homeless food 

12. Christmas meal 

13. Angel Tree 

14. Edgen/Transition in the Vale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have we done in the past? 

1. Cultural 

2. Church had influence 

3. Political hustings 

4. Intolerance-politics-poverty-zeal 

5. Long Lartin Creche and service 

Is there anything we can stop doing that would 

help? 

1. Ageism 

2. Remarks 

3. Insular 

4. Less politics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we start doing? 

1. Speakout letter 

2. Standup and be angry 

3. Influence politics 

4. Pulpit/pew/mags 

5. Sources of poverty in our community 

from local council 

6. Identify and become politically active 

7. Opportunities to train 

8. Support vulnerable people 

9. Be sensitive 

10. Write to our MP more 

11. Get speakers in to inform us 
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5. to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth 

What do we already do? 

1. Fairtrade 

2. Turn heating down a few degrees 

3. Parish mag printed in black and white 

4. Use of energy saving light bulbs 

5. Use of oil filled candles 

6. Recycling of used paper 

7. Collection of leaves etc in churchyard for 

composting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have we done in the past? 

1. Lift sharing 

Is there anything we can stop doing that would 

help? 

1. Leaving the lights on in Church for no 

good reason 

2. Taps running in cloakrooms 

3. Buying new Easter candles 

4. Leaving heating on in Church House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we start doing? 

1. Renewable energy to heat church (solar 

panels etc) 

2. Bring the earth more into our services eg 

outdoor services 

3. Church sharing 

4. Less paper usage – no pewsheet have 

screen instead or lessons? 

5. Reduce size of Parish mag 

6. Discussion green issues and following 

through politically 

7. Vote for the Green party 

8. Support/adopt transition Evesham Vale 

9. Rain water systems 

10. Use our own resources wisely 

11. Christmas decoration exchange 

12. Toy library 

13. Clothes swap party 

14. Open air services at Evesham FC 

15. Neighbourhood plan lobby 

16. Big sing at Evesham FC 

17. Car pool 

18. Teach energy sharing 

19. Use eco-friendly products 

20. Saving hints in Parish Mag 

  

 


